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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Postdoctoral Researcher (11/2023-), Institute for Chinese Studies, Freie Universitat Berlin, Germany.
-Advisor: Prof. Dr. Genia Kostka

Postdoctoral Fellow (2021-2023), School of Public Policy & Management, Tsinghua University, China.
-Advisor: Prof. Dr. Angang Hu

Research Associate (2021-2023), Institute for Contemporary China Studies, Tsinghua University, China.

EDUCATION

Ph.D., Management Science and Engineering, School of Economics and Management, Beijing University
of Posts and Telecommunication, China, 2021.
-Thesis: Policy Agenda Setting and the Environmental Governance Performance
-Supervisor: Prof. Chunhui Yuan

B.A., Public Administration, School of Economics and Management, Beijing University of Posts and
Telecommunication, China, 2015.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Research field: Political science, public administration and policy.
Current research topics: Agenda-setting, elite politics, digital politics; political communication.

PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Articles

® Yan, VY. & Yang, Z.* (2025). Competence, Benevolence or Party Loyalty? Political Propaganda and
Image Building of Political Elites in China. Accepted and forthcoming, Comparative Politics.

® Yang, Z, Yan, Y.*, & Xu, H. (2024). Towards “All-round Cadres”: Policy Priorities and Issue
Diversity of Local Bureaucrats in China, 2005-19. China: An International Journal, 22(1), 1-24.
https://www.muse.jhu.edu/article/920955

® Yan, Y., Christensen, T., & Yang, Z.* (2024). Personnel Control and Local Officials’ Attention to
Economic Development: Evidence from China. Administration & Society, 56(2), 145-171.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00953997231223518

® Yan, VY, Yang, Z.* & Yuan, C. (2022). Political Attention in a Single-Leading-Party State: A
Comparative Study of the Policy Agenda in China, 2003-2019. Journal of Comparative Policy
Analysis: Research and Practice, 24(2), 138-158. https://doi.org/10.1080/13876988.2020.1843020
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Yan, Y., & Yuan, C.* (2020). City Administrative Level and Municipal Party Secretaries’ Promotion:
Understanding the Logic of Shaping Political Elites in China. Journal of Contemporary China,
29(122), 266-285. https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2019.1637570

Submitted Manuscript

Yan, Y., & Kostka, G.* State-led Digital Transformation and Policy Narratives of Local
Governments: Evidence from China. (Under review, Journal of Contemporary China)

Yan, Y. Power Structure, Factionalism, and Loyalty Signaling in Authoritarian Regimes: Evidence
from China. (Under review, The China Quarterly)

In Progress (working paper)

Yan, Y., Guo, D., & Kostka, G.* More Cameras, Better Lives: How the Chinese Government Creates
and Propagates Digital Surveillance Narratives.

Yan, Y. Can Al Convince You? The Impact of Generative Al on Public Policy Perception.

Yan, Y. & Yang, Z.* Leadership image matters: An Experimental Study on How News Coverage of
Chinese Local Officials Shapes Public Political Attitudes.

Yan, Y., Yang, Z.*, & Christensen, T. Policy Agendas and Environmental Protection: How Agenda-
Setting Matters. APSA Preprints. https://doi.org/10.33774/apsa-2023-8zqlk

Peer-Reviewed Chinese Articles

Yuan, C., & Yan, Y. (2020). Central Environmental Inspection: Self-Adaptation of The Pressure
Model of Environmental Governance in China <H1 e IR 152 i BRI iR A =0 B 3ROR
i&E>. Governance Studies <j5 ¥ Aff 71>, 36(1), 57-68. http://doi.org/10.15944/].cnki.33-
1010/d.2020.01.008

Yang, Z., Yan, Y., Zhang, X., & Zhang, J. (2021). Competence-oriented Cadre Selection of the
Chinese Communist Party: Evidence from the Members of Standing Committee of Provincial Party
Committee, 1983-2012 <H [t/ 3¢ F-FBLeAE (1) §E /1 F 11—k H A 2 Z I IEHE (1983—2012
££)>. CASS Journal of Political Science <Bif “-Hf 57>, 3, 26-41.

Yan, Y., & Yang, Z. (2022). The Failure of Agenda-Setting of Local Government in China <3 /54
ST ERECRIE & L B R %R K RS>, Academia Bimestris <2#ifE>, 197(05), 128-134.
https://doi.org/10.16091/j.cnki.cn32-1308/c.2022.05.007

Yan, Y., Xian, Y., & Yang, Z. (2022). Issue-based Politics in China’s Local Governance: An Analysis
from the Perspective of Policy Attention <44 A [E 1 77 7538 A i BUBIBUE 25 T BURE R
FLAH B9 43 B>, Humanities & Social Sciences Journal of Hainan University <iffFg K222 A SR}
>, 41(04), 94-104. https://doi.org/10.15886/.cnki.hnus.202207.0386

Huang, J., Yan, Y., Yang, Z. (2024). Cadres’ Grassroots Working Experience and Regional Business
Environment Construction: An Empirical Study Based on the Resumes of Standing Committee
Members of Provincial Party Committees <F-#i2& 2 T/EL T HXIE MR ®—RTAHAE
W 2% 8 7 B SEUERE 98>, Journal of Beijing University of Technology (Social Sciences Edition) <Jb 5t
Tolk K22 224>, Online first.
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Book (in progress)
The Face of Authoritarianism: The Propaganda and Public Image of Chinese Political Elites
Books (in Chinese)

The Regulation of the Express Delivery Industry <% ii3% 4 & >. Co-editor with Chunhui Yuan, Beijing
University of Posts and Telecommunications Press, 2019.

Issue-based Politics of State Governance in Contemporary China <>44% b [E [E 5 96 B SR BUE 5>,
Co-author with Zhusong Yang, Guangming Daily Press, 2024.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

The State Post Bureau Project, “Feasibility Study on the Construction of Postal Industry Technology R&D
Center”, team member, 2018.

National Social Science Foundation Project, “Study on the Logic and Incentive Mechanism of Policy
Attention of Chinese Government”, team member, 2021-2025.

European Research Council, “Digital Governance in China”, team member, 2023-2025.

RECENT INVITED PRESENTATIONS

German Association for Asian Studies (ASC), Annual Meeting, University of Bonn, Germany, 11/2024.

SCRIPTS Workshop “Sharpening Analytic Instruments of Narrative Contestation During Conflicts”, Freie

Universitat Berlin, Germany, 11/2024.

American Political Science Association (APSA), Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, USA, 9/2024.

The European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), General Conference, University College Dublin,
Ireland, 8/2024.

American Political Science Association (APSA), Annual Meeting, Los Angles, USA, 8/2023.

American Association for Chinese Studies (AACS), Annual Meeting, Virtual Meeting, 10/2021.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Modern Economic Theory, guest lecturer and teaching assistant for Prof. Chunhui Yuan, Beijing University
of Posts and Telecommunications, 2/2016—-6/2016.

China Studies and Its Development, lecture moderator, Beijing University of Posts and
Telecommunications (Speaker: Prof. Suisheng Zhao, University of Denver), 6/2019.

The Methodology of Social Science Research, guest lecturer for Prof. Yan Wan, Beijing University of
Posts and Telecommunications, 3/2022, 3/2023.

LV 14228: Theories and Discourses in Chinese Social Science Studies, give a lecture in place of Prof.

Genia Kostka, Freie Universitat Berlin, 11/2023, 10/2024.

DISSERTATION SUPERVISION

Assisted in supervising the following graduate dissertations:

® Qingyang Li (%#*i&PH), master’s in Management, School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua
University, 2023-2024

® Zhen Yu ("ii &), Ph.D. in Management, School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua
University, 2022-2023

® Jingyi Hua (*E&# ), bachelor’s in Public Management (Second Degree), School of Public Policy and
Management, Tsinghua University, 20222023



OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Anonymous reviewer: Journal of Contemporary China, Administration & Society, Cambridge Journal of

Regions, Economy and Society
Internship, The State Post Bureau, Beijing, 12/2015.

Internship, China Biodiversity Conservation and Green Development Foundation (CBCGDF), Beijing,

2/2017-5/2017.

Internship, Legambiente Environmental Group in Padova, ltaly, 6/2017-7/2017.
Participants, Civil Society 20 (C20) Summit 2017 in Hamburg, Germany, 6/2017.

ACADEMIC HONORS

Excellent Doctoral Dissertation of Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications, 6/2021.

LANGUAGE AND SKILLS

Language: Chinese (Native speaker); English (Fluent); Korean (TOPIK: Level 2)

Statistical analysis: SPSS, Stata, R, Python, and NVIVO

DATASETS

®  Career Database of Political Elites in Chinese Prefecture-level Cities (2001-2019)
® Daily News Reports on Activities of Chinese Provincial Political Elites (2013-2023)
® Policy Agenda Database of Important Meetings of Chinese Central and Provincial Governments (2008—

2023)

REFERENCES

Chunhui Yuan (3 %)

Professor of Economics

Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunication
School of Economics and Management
ychbupt@126.com

Angang Hu (fH$%£M)

University Distinguished Professor
Tsinghua University

Institute for Contemporary China Studies
anganghu@tsinghua.edu.cn

Genia Kostka

Chair & Professor of Chinese Politics
Freie Universitét Berlin

Institute for Chinese Studies
g.kostka@fu-berlin.de

Zhusong Yang (%24 #%)

Associate Professor

Tsinghua University

School of Public Policy and Management
zhusong@tsinghua.edu.cn
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